
Unit 1
Introduction to Public Speaking and Ethics of Commuinication

Duration Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.RI.1.B
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative, connotative, and content-specific 
meanings using context, affixes, or reference materials.

9-10.RI.1.C Interpret visual elements of a text including those from different media and draw conclusions from them (when applicable).

9-10.SL.1.B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims, evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and evidence in order to propel 
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-10.SL.2.A

Speak audibly, and to the point, using conventions of language as appropriate to task, purpose and audience when presenting 
including appropriate volume, clear articulation and accurate pronunciation at an understandable pace, avoiding verbal filler that 
might be distracting to listeners

9-10.SL.2.C
Plan and deliver appropriate presentations concisely and logically based on the task, audience and purpose making strategic use of 
multimedia in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.



Unit 3
First Speech (Speech of Introduction)

Duration Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.SL.2.C
Plan and deliver appropriate presentations concisely and logically based on the task, audience and purpose making strategic use of 
multimedia in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

9-10.SL.1.C
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media; summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is needed.

Supporting Standard(s)
9-10.SL.2.B

Make consistent eye contact with a range of listeners when speaking using effective gestures to communicate a clear viewpoint and 
engage listeners and avoid body language or mannerisms that might be distracting to the audience.

9-10.SL.2.A

Speak audibly, and to the point, using conventions of language as appropriate to task, purpose and audience when presenting 
including appropriate volume, clear articulation and accurate pronunciation at an understandable pace, avoiding verbal filler that 
might be distracting to listeners.



Unit 4
Informative Speaking

Duration Assessed

Priority Standard(s)
9-10.SL.2.C

Plan and deliver appropriate presentations concisely and logically based on the task, audience and purpose making strategic use of 
multimedia in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

9-10.SL.2.A

Speak audibly, and to the point, using conventions of language as appropriate to task, purpose and audience when presenting 
including appropriate volume, clear articulation and accurate pronunciation at an understandable pace, avoiding verbal filler that 
might be distracting to listeners.

Supporting Standard(s)

9-10.SL.2.B
Make consistent eye contact with a range of listeners when speaking using effective gestures to communicate a clear viewpoint and 
engage listeners and avoid body language or mannerisms that might be distracting to the audience.

9-10.W.3.A

Review, revise, and edit writing with consideration for the task, purpose, and audience.a. Organization and Content: Introduce the 
topic, maintain a clear focus throughout the text, and provide a conclusion that follows from the text. Achieve the writer's purpose 
and demonstrate an awareness of audience by making choices regarding organization and content.b. Word choice, syntax, and 
style: Choose precise language and make syntactical choices to reflect an understanding of how language contributes to meaning



Unit 5
Persuasive Speaking

Duration Assessed

Priority Standard(s)
9-10.W.1.A

Conduct research to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; gather multiple relevant, credible sources, print and digital; integrate information using a standard citation system. 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

9-10.SL.2.C
Plan and deliver appropriate presentations concisely and logically based on the task, audience and purpose making strategic use of 
multimedia in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

Supporting Standard(s)

9-10.SL.1.C
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media; summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is needed.

9-10.SL.2.A

Speak audibly, and to the point, using conventions of language as appropriate to task, purpose and audience when presenting 
including appropriate volume, clear articulation and accurate pronunciation at an understandable pace, avoiding verbal filler that 
might be distracting to listeners.

9-10.W.3.A Review, revise, and edit writing with consideration for the task, purpose, and audience.

9-10.SL.1.B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims, evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and evidence in order to propel 
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

9-10.SL.2.B
Make consistent eye contact with a range of listeners when speaking using effective gestures to communicate a clear viewpoint and 
engage listeners and avoid body language or mannerisms that might be distracting to the audience.



Unit 6
Small Group Communication

Duration Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.SL.1.A
Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision making, clear goals, and deadlines, and individual roles as 
needed.

Supporting Standard(s)

9-10.W.3.A

a. Organization and Content: Introduce the topic, maintain a clear focus throughout the text, and provide a conclusion that follows 
from the text. Achieve the writer's purpose and demonstrate an awareness of audience by making choices regarding organization 
and content.
b. Word choice, syntax, and style: Choose precise language and make syntactical choices to reflect an understanding of how 
language contributes to meaning
c. Conventions of standard English and usage: Demonstrate a command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage including spelling and punctuation. 



Unit 7
Demonstrative Speaking

Duration Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.SL.2.C
Plan and deliver appropriate presentations concisely and logically based on the task, audience and purpose making strategic use of 
multimedia in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

9-10.SL.1.A
Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision making, clear goals, and deadlines, and individual roles as 
needed.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-10.W.1.A

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

9-10.W.3.A Review, revise, and edit writing with consideration for the task, purpose, and audience.



Unit 8
Final Speech (Take a Stand)

Duration Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.W.1.A

Conduct research to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; gather multiple relevant, credible sources, print and digital; integrate information using a standard citation system. 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

9-10.SL.2.C
Plan and deliver appropriate presentations concisely and logically based on the task, audience and purpose making strategic use of 
multimedia in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

9-10.SL.1.C
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media; summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is needed.

Supporting Standard(s)

9-10.SL.2.A

Speak audibly, and to the point, using conventions of language as appropriate to task, purpose and audience when presenting 
including appropriate volume, clear articulation and accurate pronunciation at an understandable pace, avoiding verbal filler that 
might be distracting to listeners.

9-10.SL.1.B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims, evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and evidence in order to propel 
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

9-10.SL.2.B
Make consistent eye contact with a range of listeners when speaking using effective gestures to communicate a clear viewpoint and 
engage listeners and avoid body language or mannerisms that might be distracting to the audience.


